
With Quarter 2 now finalized, we have officially reached the halfway point of the school year. This
milestone provides a valuable opportunity for students and families to pause, reflect, and celebrate the
many accomplishments achieved so far. It is also an ideal time to thoughtfully consider goals for the
remainder of the year. Recognizing progress, both big and small, helps build confidence and motivation,
while setting clear goals helps students stay focused and intentional in their learning journey.

This year, we have been utilizing a new format for our conferences called Student-Led Conferences (SLCs).
These conferences are designed to place students at the center of the conversation about their learning.
During an SLC, students take ownership by sharing their academic progress, highlighting their strengths,
discussing areas for growth, and reflecting on personal goals.

The purpose of Student-Led Conferences is to:
Encourage student ownership and accountability for learning
Strengthen communication skills and self-reflection
Build confidence as students articulate their progress
Foster meaningful partnerships between home and school

Research and experience show that when students are actively involved in discussing their learning, they
develop a deeper understanding of their strengths and next steps. SLCs empower students to see
themselves as capable, responsible learners while creating a supportive space for families to engage in
authentic, growth-focused conversations.

We are incredibly proud of the growth our students have demonstrated so far this year and are grateful
for your continued partnership. Together, we can ensure the second half of the school year is filled with
continued achievement, growth, and success.

Thank you for being such an important part of our school community.

Good Afternoon Whitney community, 

This week may have felt like a quick one, but it has been filled with exciting
opportunities for our students. From engaging classroom learning experiences to
meaningful moments of growth, it has been wonderful to see our students
continuing to challenge themselves and shine.
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This Week  In Shop



This Week  in Sports









Black History Month Young Minds and
Family Programs

Creation Station
 

Author Visit: Winsome Bingham
 

Black History Month at Stetson Branch
 

Take Your Child to the Library Day Story and Craft
 

Saturday,February7,12-4pm | Stetson
 

Saturday,February7,11-11:30am | Ives
 

Thursday,February5, 4:30-5:15 pm | Ives
 

Wednesday,February4,4-5pm | Mitchell
 

Dropin foraweekly craft! Thisweek, we'recelebratingBlack History Month by making a
trumpet inspired by Louis Armstrong. Recommended for ages 4-8, with caregiver.

TakeYourChildtotheLibrary Day falls onthe firstSaturday in February. Celebrate with a
special Black History-themed story and craft! Recommended for ages 4-8, with caregiver.

Celebratewith Sheree BaldwinMuhammad ofDivine Creations for family canvas painting,
Mae Gibson Brown for storytelling and song, Iyaba Ibo Mandingo of IyabaArts with puppet
making and a puppet show, and the Healing Drum Circle with Michael Mills for a Village
Drum Circle for all ages.

Let's kickoff Black History Month with aspecialvisit from local author Winsome Bingham.
She will read from her book Fish Fry Friday. A special activity will follow. This program is
generously sponsored by the CT State Department of Education and CT Association of
School Libraries.

https://nhfpl.libcal.com/event/16197524
https://nhfpl.libcal.com/event/16215617
https://nhfpl.libcal.com/event/15971604
https://nhfpl.libcal.com/event/16107920


Black History Month Young Minds and
Family Programs Continued

Ives Main Library
 

Fair Haven Branch
 

Mitchell Branch
37 Harrison Street

(203) 946-8117
 

Stetson Branch
197 Dixwell Ave
(203) 946-8119

 
Wilson Branch

303 Washington Ave
(203) 946-2228
 133 Elm Street

(203) 946-8130
182 Grand Ave
(203) 946-8115

Black History Month Story Time
 

SWANA Black History Month Celebration
 

Celebrating the Life of Booker T. Washington
 

Saturday,February21,12-4pm | Wilson
 

Saturday,February28,12-3pm | Stetson
 

Wednesday,February18,10:30-11:30am | Fair Haven
 

JoinSWANA(Sisters WithA New Attitude)! Activitiesinclude a Fusion Drill Team
performance, Dance performance from Betsy Ross Arts and Design Academy, face
painting, poetry, speakers, and more! Food will be provided, and all are welcome!

Joinus for a specialstorytimeaswecelebrateBlackhistory,artandculture through
stories and songs.

Joinus in partnershipwithBooker T. WashingtonAcademy as we celebrate the life and
legacy of Booker T. Washington, with history by Judge Clifton Graves and a puppet show
performed by Iyaba Ibo Mandingo of IyabaArts.

https://nhfpl.libcal.com/event/16216443
https://nhfpl.libcal.com/event/16175145
https://nhfpl.libcal.com/event/16175767







