
Next week, we are proud to celebrate School Social Worker Week! This year’s theme, “Unite to Ignite:
Celebrating Our Impact,” highlights the powerful difference school social workers make in the lives of
students, families, and staff each and every day. We are incredibly grateful for Ms. Chappa and Ms.
Spencer and the meaningful impact they have on our school community. Their dedication, compassion,
and commitment to supporting the whole child help create a safe, caring, and supportive environment
where all students can thrive. We thank them for the vital role they play in igniting success and
strengthening our school community.

Good Afternoon Whitney community, 

As we wrap up what has certainly been a whirlwind week, thanks to the
snowstorm earlier in the week, our school community has truly hit the ground
running. Despite the shortened schedule, our students and staff have continued
to demonstrate focus, resilience, and school pride. This week marked the start of
playoff season for both our girls and boys basketball teams, an exciting time for
our athletic program. Tonight, our Lady Owls take the court in the quarterfinals of
the CTC Tournament, and we wish them the very best as they compete. Both
teams are also eagerly awaiting the release of the CIAC Tournament brackets, and
we will be sure to keep our community updated as soon as more information
becomes available.
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School Social Work
Association of America
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K E Y  I M P A C T  A R E A S
Highly Qualified Mental Health Professionals

 

 

The Right Ratio Matters
Therecommendedstudent-to-school social worker ratio is 1:250, yet many serve far
more—limiting access to care. 

Addressing the Pay & Retention Gap
 

Impact Beyond the Individual Student
Theirworkstrengthensentire schoolsystems through staff training, family
engagement, and community partnerships. 

Advanced Practice with MSW Training
 

An Investment in Student Mental Health
Schoolsocial workers improveattendance,academic outcomes, and school climate
by reducing barriers to learning.
School Social Workers Transform School Communities
They addressrootcausesofchallengesandhelpbuildinclusive, safe, and equitable
school environments. 

School Social Workers and Special Education Success
School social workers enhance special education outcomes by supporting students’
mental health, collaborating with IEP teams, and addressing barriers beyond the
classroom that affect learning. 

Include school social workers
in leadership and strategic
planning

Ensure staffing ratios meet 
the 1:250 recommendation 
Recognize school social 
workers as essential mental 
health professionals 

Invest in equitable pay, 
retention, and sustainable 
staffing models 

School social workers address
the social, emotional, and
environmental barriers that
impact learning. 

They support students facing 
challenges such as trauma, 
poverty, disability, 
discrimination, homelessness, 
and family stress. 

As youth mental health needs 
rise, school social workers are 
not a luxury—they are a
lifeline. 

MSW-trained schoolsocialworkersbringadvanced expertise in assessment, 
intervention, crisis response, and case management. 

Schoolsocialworkers are licensedprofessionals with training in clinical practice, 
trauma-informed care, and culturally responsive interventions. 

 
School social workers are uniquely trained mental health professionals who bridge
home, school, and community to support students’ social-emotional well-being
and academic success—yet their role is often underutilized in school mental
health conversations. 

Despite theirqualifications,manyschoolsocial workers face inequitable pay and 
benefits, impacting recruitment and retention. 

T h e  N e e D
f o r  S c h o o l
S o c i a l  W o r k

W H A T  S c h o o l
L e a d e r s h i p
C A N  D O

N e a r l y  1  i n  5  c h i l d r e n  e x p e r i e n c e  a
m e n t a l ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  o r  b e h a v i o r a l
h e a l t h  c o n d i t i o n .  ( C D C ,  2 0 2 1 )  

W h y  S c h o o l  S o c i a l
W o r k e r s  M a t t e r
Essential Partners in Student Mental Health, Equity, and School Success
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