
Dear Whitney Families,

A Strong Start to the School Year!

We’re excited to share that the new school year is off to a fantastic start! The energy throughout the
building has been both positive and productive. It has been especially heartwarming to see our upper-
grade students stepping up as leaders, offering support and guidance to our incoming Grade 9 students.
That’s the Whitney way!

✨ Highlights from the Week:

Opening Day Visit from the Superintendent
 We were honored to welcome our Superintendent on the first day of school. He visited several
classrooms and shops, engaging with students and making meaningful connections with our school
community.
First Advisory of the Year
 This week also marked our first Advisory period, a dedicated time for building community, strengthening
relationships, and fostering personal growth. Through thoughtful conversations and team-building
activities, students began the year feeling seen, heard, and supported.

📝 Important Reminders for a Smooth School Year:

✅ PowerSchool Paperwork – Action Required
 If  you have not yet completed the annual forms in PowerSchool, we kindly ask that you do so as soon as
possible. These forms are essential for maintaining accurate emergency contact information and ensuring
your child’s safety.
 If  you need assistance accessing PowerSchool, please contact Ms. Maria.
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ELI WHITNEY’S VISION STATEMENT 
WE ASPIRE TO GRADUATE THE MOST PREPARED SKILLED LABOR WORKFORCE IN

CONNECTICUT. 

ELI WHITNEY’S MISSION STATEMENT
OUR MISSION IS TO PROVIDE OUR STUDENTS WITH  THE ACADEMIC AND TECHNICAL SKILLS
NEEDED TO  BECOME PROFESSIONALS WHO MEET THE 21ST CENTURY DEMANDS OF OUR

COMMUNITIES IN AN ENVIRONMENT THAT IS SAFE AND CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE.

👕 Uniform Expectations
Thank you for supporting our commitment to a professional and respectful school environment.
Skirt & Short Length: All skirts and shorts must be school appropriate length. 
Cooler Weather Guidelines: As fall approaches, students may wear a non-hooded zip-up, crewneck, or sweatshirt
with the official Whitney logo.

Official school apparel is available on the Darter website.
Students may also purchase an iron-on Whitney logo for plain zip-ups or crewnecks.

📚 Attendance Matters – Every Day Counts
 Consistent attendance is crucial to academic success. Students who miss school also miss valuable instruction and
classroom engagement.

Parents may excuse up to the first 9 absences.
Excessive unexcused absences may result in credit denial for certain courses.
Please ensure your child arrives on time daily. If  you’re facing any challenges related to attendance, don’t
hesitate to reach out, we’re here to help.

🚨 Vape Detectors in Bathrooms
 To support a safe and healthy learning environment, vape detectors have been installed in school bathrooms.
These devices deter the use of  harmful substances and enable staff  to respond promptly, promoting accountability
and student wellness.

🛡️Period 1 Tardy
With the new safety procedures in place, including bag checks and metal detectors, entry has taken longer than
usual, leading to some first-period tardies. These are not currently being counted as unexcused. As students adjust
to the process and entry routes, we expect this to improve quickly.

📅 Upcoming Events & Reminders:
PFO Meeting: September 15 at 4:00 PM. For more information, please email Ms. Santell.
Zuppardi’s Pizza Fundraiser: All orders are due by September 15. Proceeds will help reduce class dues.
Picture Day: September 19 – Students will take their school ID photos.









Don't forget to snap a pic at our
photo station, post it, and tag us

to show your school pride! 📸



September Fall
Sports Schedule 

Note: Subject to change. Check CIAC website for most up to date sports information















 
Check out these 4 tips

Grades 6–12 Family Tips 

Help Kids Post, Comment, and Upload Responsibly 
As tweens and teens start sharing content and engaging with others online, it's important for them to
understand the tracks they're leaving behind and what those tracks might reveal. Parents can help
guide kids toward creating the kind of footprint they can be proud of. 

Sit down with tweens and teens to show the privacy settings you use on your
apps and devices. Talk about why you keep certain information private or limited
to a small group. Ask them what information they feel comfortable sharing and
why. 

Scroll through the Twitter or Instagram feed of a famous celebrity, artist, or
politician. Discuss the image they project based on their posts. Ask your kid what
kind of image they would like to create–and what kinds of things (funny stories, silly
memes, heartfelt videos) add or detract from that. 

Before you post a photo of your tween or teen on social media, ask them if it's OK to
share. Not only will you give them control over their own digital footprint, you'll be
showing them what you expect them to do with others' photos. 

Take turns looking up your name and your kid's name on a search engine and a social
platform. Discuss the results. Are you both comfortable with what information and
images are available to strangers? Is there anyone whom you wouldn't want to see
those results? 
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Search yourself. 

Be a role model. 

Look to the stars. 

Use privacy settings. 

commonsense.org/education
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Lean estos 4 consejos  

Tips para familias con niños de 6º a 12º grado 
Ayudemos a los niños a publicar, 
comentar y subir contenido con 
responsabilidad 
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Siéntense con sus preadolescentes y adolescentes para mostrarles las 
configuraciones de privacidad que ustedes usan en sus aplicaciones y dispositivos. 
Comenten por qué mantienen privada cierta información o la comparten solo con 
grupos pequeños. Pregúnteles qué información se sienten cómodos compartiendo y 
por qué. 

Antes de publicar una foto de su preadolescente o adolescente en las redes sociales, 
pregúnteles si les dan permiso para compartirla. De esa manera no solo les dará 
control sobre su propia huella digital, sino que también les mostrará lo que espera 
que hagan con las fotos de los demás. 

A medida que los preadolescentes y adolescentes comienzan a compartir contenido y relacionarse
con otros en línea, es importante que comprendan las huellas que van dejando y lo que esas huellas podrían 
revelar. Los padres pueden guiar a los niños a conformar el tipo de huella de la que pueden estar 
orgullosos. 
 

Túrnense para buscar su nombre y el nombre de su hijo en un buscador de internet y 
en una red social. Comenten los resultados. ¿Se sienten cómodos con la información 
y las imágenes que otros pueden ver? ¿Hay alguien a quien no quisieran mostrar 
esos resultados? 

Revisen la cuenta de Twitter o Instagram de una celebridad, un artista o un político. 
Comenten la imagen que ellos proyectan en base a sus publicaciones. Pregúntenles a 
sus niños qué tipo de imagen quisieran ellos crear, y qué tipos de cosas (historias 
divertidas, memes tontos, videos francos) añaden o restar valor a esa imagen. 
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Miren las estrellas. 

Sean un modelo a seguir. 

Encuéntrense a sí mismos. 

Usen la configuración de privacidad. 
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